ment ; for, whenevor she doea have a surplus in her treasury,
every man, woman, and child in the State will be struggling
to obtain it, I am opposed to either State Governments or the
Federal Government accumalating large surpluses in their
treasuries ; for I believe their purity, in & great measure, de-

upon their having just money enough to get along with;
and [ think the people of s poor Btate are more likely to be
honest than the inbabitants of a rich one. i

But, sir, notwithstanding the inability of Florida to defray
the expenses of this work out of her own treasury, I believe
that, if she should undertake in good faith to recluim these’
lands, plentiful opportunities would be offered, of which she
could avail herself, to raise funds sufficient to carry on and
compleéte the work. Ido not suppose that the State will per-
form this labor hersell, I do not believe that there is 8 man
in the State, or in the whole country, that l:fp:llu she will.
doso. “T'he State will muke arrangements with proper per-
sons, possessing the requisite skill, energy, and capital, and

will carry on the work. That is the only way in which
it cfh be done, either in ten or twontylz:m. Itis only pro-
posed that, if they do not undertake work in two years,
not to give them the.land at all. They can commence th
work within two years, and if they cannot complete it within
the specified time—ten years—they can ask for an extension
of the time, and Congress can .give it to them. But T have
no doubt, however, that such arrangements could be nndle a8
would ensure the completion of the work within the specified
time,

Besides, there is another condition which may come to the
aid of those to whom the task of executing this shall be con-
fided. The Beminole [ndians reside on a tract of land which
is included in the proposed grant, and it is siipulated that they
shall not be encroached upon until suthority shall be given so
to do hy the President in writing. If this authority be not
given, the work cannot be completed, and must be deferred
till the authority shall be received. But I have no fear that
the work cannot be completed in ten as well as in fifty years.

Mr. NILES. Mr. President, [ see po great use of limit-
ing the time in which this work shall be commenced. I see
no force at all in that limitstion, A mun can go there and

a trench in one day, and the work is commenced.
opf:l rd to the bill, sir, I wish to say that the principles
inwlﬂ. in it are very important. It is stated in the bill that
these lands are now, and ever will be, valueless to the United
States. But it seems that the cession of them to the State of
Florida is, some way or other, to render them very valuable.
1 do not understand this. They may he now of little or no
value to the United States, for all that I know, but it seems lo.
me that they are worth as much to the nation at large as to a
single State. We have very little data on which to base an
estimate of the worth of these lands ; bat from the description
which we have had, it appears that considerable portions of
them are not covered with water. These dry lands, it seems
to me, may be of some service hereafler.
ell now, sir, what will be the effect of this grant? I
nd it will be this, I apprehend that the State will
sell all such lands as are now availsble at such times as they
may come into market, and that all the others will remain as
they are. The great ditficulty attending all measures of this
kind is, that we are compelled to aut in the dark. That was
the difficulty attending our action upon the bill introduced
* lnst session giving to the State of Arkansas certain lands ly-
ing within her boundaries. 3

We have no 1eliable information st all concerning these
Florida lands. We have noinformation by which we cau be
governed. The description of the lands, given in the bill, is
less full, and probably less accurate than that which might be
gleaned from the newspapers of the country. It canwot be
relied on to an extent which would warrantus in making it the
basis of liguidation, and such a general sweeping grant once
made, may deprive the country of a very large and valuable
portion of the public domain. No such grant should be made
till after u careful survey of the lands bas been made by some
officer of the Government, and his report thereon, giving an
accurate description of the lands, stating their situation, con-
dition, snd extent, and assigning their boundaries, has been
published for the use and information of the Government and
people.

It may, perhaps, be good policy to grant away these land
that are of lijtle value, but at the same time care should be
taken not to grant away lands thet are, or may be, valuable
hereafter. This bill, it seems to me, would introduce a new
principle in legislation. It is on the principle that these lands
are without value to the United States, and that by cession to
State authority they will be made yaluable. But it is said
that the State will render them valuable by recliiming them
at a great outlay. We have no guaranty that this will be
done. In order to accomplish this ohject, I think we should
have some security on the part of the State that will render
the reclamation of these lands certain. As the matter now
stands, there is nothing thet renders it at all obligatory on the
State to fulfil the accomplishment of the work. And they
will probable avail themselves of that portion of the lands
which is of some value, and leave the rest as they are.

Mr. WESTCOTT. It is stated in the bill that every
dollar raised from the sale of these lands shall be sacredly ap-
propriated to the etion of the work, and that none of
the lands can be sold for less than a dollar and a quarter per
acre until the entire work is com) i

Mr. NILES. 1 know l.h:l:..I m of the hm‘le
to be applied to educational ul purposes. The
bill evinces a very proper and lsudable object ; but take the
terms of the paper as it slands, and it does not propose a na-
tional oljject at all. I should have no objection, sir, to gran!
te Btates in which sach lands the privilege of reclsiming

doing the privilege of dis-

i lands reclaimed, !urlhu
with pre-emption rights, or something of that kind. If the
i thess lands be indeed so great, | think
be satisfied with a mere indemuity, and I have
wum to a practice oif. that kind.  But if these lands be

to
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the State, I take it the rights of the United States
will be gone forever. [ do not think, therefore, that I can
vote for this bill.
The question was talen on the amendment of Mr. Yorkr,
i to.

¥

Mr. WESTCOTT. [ would respectfully refer the honor-
able Senator (Mr. Hawx) to the bill, which contains nine con-
ditions, one of which is that the State shall, expressly by law,
accept these conditions. The State furthermore itself
to accept the conditions which render it obligatory upon her
to commence the work in two years and i
and if with the of the work, to build a
out of the of the

vessels across the

canal shall bo free to all United
the transportation of mails, troops, or
United States property of any kind, forever. And the residue

granted,
I thought the amendment offered by the
Senator's colleague (Mr. Yunex) was to strike out these con-

Mr. WESTCOTT. That amendment was rejocted.

"11 gu&ﬁmoo. Mr. President, 1 move to strike
out all of this bi the enacting clause, and inserta .
tion appropriating & certain sum of money to .uma':m
Becretary of Warto have the everglades explored, and a report
mado biCun;ru, -;I:: view ddmwhu action is ne-

n regard to . T do this purpose of testing |
mhﬂﬂnﬂiﬂﬂnhﬂl, and to ascertain how fur we
are the usual legislation of Congress on the
these lands

1o the States. Senators will

have had propositions from the State of
grant o it all the swamp lands contained within

nd we shall have propositions, no doubt,
the Union, where there sre public lands,
if any one of these bills should pass, to grant all swamp lands
1o the States within the limits of which they sre respectively

is to test the senwe of the Senate as 1o
ehall be mrlanenl or not, without full
the subject. [ am perfectly willing, an a
mammu:unm*: Public Lands, to bave all this
land explored, at the public expense, by the t i
United States, and 1o have reports made from
the nature of the improvements which
and explaining to us the quantily of land
if the improvements are made, will be ealeable, and
ae thus saleabls, and the oxpense that will
the improvements which they recommend.
undorstand wo have in our employ offi-
th And if, Vefors we
ledge, by sending
the facta to be obtained
before us, we vate bills appro-
millions and millions of scres of the public Ind,
ions of dollars, | (hink we
very unwisely.
them things in {
have exami- |
the 1
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the | the topographicsl engineers.

has made a long r upon that subject,
ol Ilh;;, a ver; a:z?m ascertainment of
for granted o number :.:an. His
ect are ¥ rottily out, eup-
whjhohlm.:zd&m. I will read to
statements, in order that Senators may
ted. Mr. Bmith says: * To re-
verglades and the Atseenahoofa Halpatiokee
* swam the lowlands on the margio of the Kissime ri-
“yor aud its tributaries, and the other jivers emptying into
¢ Lake Okeechobee, this lake must be tapped by such canals
“ wpning into the Caloosabatchee, on the one side and the
¢ Loeghachee or Ban Lucia, or both, on the other, and cuts
‘must algo be made from the streams on both sides of the
¢ peninsuls into the glades, Besides, after the height of the
* waters in the glades should be decreased, even as much as
¢ five feet, there will probably be n necessity I'ur-la\mral drains
¢ through the glales and those swamps, Ly which the waters
¢ accamulating from the rains miy be conducted to the ocean
¢or gulf.” This is Mr. Smith’s plan for draining the ever-
ades.
¢ Now, sir, as to the depthfol these canals, which are to be
thus carried into Okechobee Lake, here is the most definite
and accurate information that [ have been enabled to prooure
by reading these papers, This is a statement made by Mr. J.
McClelland, captain of the tipographical engineers, He
does not make the statement from any examinalion or explo-
ration made by himself, but he bases the statement which ho
makes upon what Capt. J. R. Vinton, 3d artillery, stated 1o
bim, Here is what Capt. Vinton told Capt, MeClelland, of
Capt. McClelland says: “‘In
the course of the year 1840 ir 1841, I was informed by the
late J. R. Vinton, 3d atillery, that he had run a line of ley-
els"—so it appears from this tkat the instruments had actually
been applied to the surfuce of he ground—**from the Atlantic
ocean to the glades, and found their elevation above it from ten
to fifteen feet.  This wastaken at Fort Dallas, at the mouth of
the Miami river, which emplies into Biscayno bay."
According to this information, it will be necessary to dig a
canal through the rim, which, I am infprmed, surrounds the
everglades, and by means of this canal to connect the waters
in the basin with the waters of the ocean, for the purpose of
draining them off; and, according to the information here
given, this canal, to be efficient in draining the cverglades,
must be from ten to fifteen feet deep.

Well, now, what the length of this canal is we are unin-
formed, What is the position to be secured for that canal !
We are uninformed, hat will be the expense ! As that
depends upon the length, position, and depth, we are unin-
fu‘m‘d -

.%
‘é

;
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Mr, WESTCOTT. Will the Benator permit me to cor-
rect him ?  His mistake evidently arises from his want of
knowledge upon the subject. Had he read the next sentence
of Captain McClelland’s letter, he would not have fallen into
the error which he now labors under. Canals are contem-
plated from Lake Okechobee, which is nearly one hundred
miles above the point where this level was taken by Captain
Vinton. The drains from the rim, to which thq gentlcman
refers in his letter, are not contemplated to serve any other
purpose except draining off the water in the ri Itis not
necessary, nor is it stated to be necessary in the report, that
these small drains should be ten or twelve feet desp ; but the
canals from Lake Okechobee to the Atlantic on the east, and
to the Gulf of Mexico on the west side, are to be fiom twelve
to fifteen in depth, T'he beight of that lake is gonsiderably
more than that of the rim, I would remind thé hunorable

Senator that if’ he would look at the previous of the let-
ter just read, and at the letter from Col. Long, bf the topo-
graphical engineers, he would find that the le of one of
these canals would be twelve miles, and the kngth of the

other from ten to eighteen miles.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, if my friend had

the completion of the.work for some ten or fifleen years at the
of things, I ask my friend from Florida
(Mr. Westcorr) it he can get the Genersl Government to
undertake this work, upon the report of the topograpliical en-
gineers, will it not be sooner done ! Will not your State set-
tle faster, snd become improved more rapidly, by the plan of
operstions [ have suggested, thon iu the manner which the bill
ovides .
¥ For the purpose, sir, of testing the views of Senators on the
subject, | will now offer my amendment. Itis simply, sir, o
appropriate dollars, out of any money in the treasury
not otherwise appropristed, to be expended by the Becretary:
of War, in exploring the anrﬁlulu in Florida, with u view to
aseeriain the practicability of draining the same, and that he
cause & roport to be made at the next seesion of Congress, or
as soon therealler o8 may be practicable.
Mr. WESTCOTT. It is true,as stated by the Senator
from Kentucky,that we have had notopographical survey made
with the view of ascertaining the precise estimate of the amount
neceseary to be appropriated to effect the draining of the over-
glades, and to make the proposed ecanal, That is so; but
50 far as respects the objects of this bill that information
would be perfectly useless to Congress. Now, what informa-
tion have we got ! We have got information that is authentic
beyond & dispute. We have got suthentic inforiation, de-
rived first from the SBurveyor General of the State ; secondly,
from the Com#issioner of the Land Office ; thirdly, from the
Secretary of the Treasury ; fourthly, from the intelligent
gentleman scent by the Sceretary of the Treasury to examine
the lands.  We have letters from Judge Sherifl, who is well
acquainted with the situation of the lands, from Col, Harney,
from Gen, Gadsden, and others, who traversed that country
thirty years ago, all of them coinciding in the stalements that
these lunds are perfectly worthless to the Government, and
if surveyed would not pay the cost of surveying. Then,
sir, with all the information necessary to be obtained by
Congress, unless—and I will at once meet the question pro-
pounded by the Senotor from Kentucky—aonless Congress are
at once disposed 10 enter upon a system of public improve-
ment, why should we refuse to put it in the power of the State
to bring theee lands into sn available condition ?  Is Congress
prepared to doit? ‘That is the question, if [ mistake not,
which the Senator from Kentucky propounds to ‘the Senate.
Is Congress prepared to enter upon the business of improve-
ment with regard to these lands, as well as those tracts which
are overflowed by the Missiesippi and its tributaries, and
which can only be redeemed by the construction of canals or
embankments ! The Scnator enys that there is no obstacle to
these improvements being made by the General Government.
Mr. President, there are some who entertain constitutional
ohjections as to the power of Congress to improve either
private or public lands, and to enhance their value by mak-
ing public improvements within the States ; for the power
would be abused as long as the Federal Government owned o
foot of land in the .new States. But, 0s [ said on a former
day, I have objections besides these constitutional objections.
Of all methods under heaven that can be devised for muk-
ing public improvements 0f this character, those undertaken
by the Genersl Government are always the most expensive
and the most likely to be ineflicacious when eflected.  Of all
public improvements, those devised, carried on, and com-
pleted by the Federal Government are the worst. I do
not mesn to detract from the intelligence and capacity of
our corpe of topographical engineers. I am fortunate in
being acquainted with several of them, whom I regard as my
most valued friends. Among them are the most intelligent
persons to be found in this orin any country. But look at the
public works that have been conducted by this Government,
works even of the most trifling character, and you will find
that impédiments eontinually intervened to protract the work.
You will find that all sorts of expenditures are accumulated
upon you. You will find that it takes a year to prepare to
enter upon the work ; another year to make the necessary re-

beard me out, he would have had no cause to|

intended to read the clause to which he has called my atten-
tion. Dut that clavse only makes the mattcr worse. I sm
speaking now about the canals which must be in order to

get into the basin, and before you get to Lake Dkechobee, a
bundred miles beyond that, I understand. [f gentlemen will
take the trouble to lock ot the map, as [ have dfne, they will
find that the rim of this basin is pot more tha rome ten or
fifteen miles from the Atlantic—the Gulf Strea Well, sir,
you have to make these canals in order to get fato the basin.
And when you get over there, what is to be ' Why,
says the gentleman, (and this is stated by Mr,
coming from Capt. Vinton,) this lake, when ygu get into the
rim, is considerably higher. How much B
not know. Well, then, it may become n
your canals filty or a hundred miles further.
obstructions, il any, the depth, or the length, we are left en-
tirely in the dark. [Instead of the clause whichihe honorable
Senator (Mr, Waesrcorr) read, it is no objection to wy ar-
gument, but only makes it so much the stronger.

Bir, my objection to the whole bill lies a little beyond this.
I donot know that any thing that I can say will arrest the
practice of Congress, of which I complain, in regard to the
administraiion of the public lands. 1 have been for a long
time in & minority upon this subject. I do not know but that
1 shall remain till the end of my official life here in a minority.
I am anxious to make the attempt now, to see ifithe policy of
the Government can be changed. My wish in reference to
this subject, if it can be done, is to allow the G | Govern-

and surveys; another year (o put the result of
the calculations in proper form, in printed statements and
maps ; another year to bring the matter before Congress ; an-
other year or two to have it criticised and]canvassed ; and some
three or four years after that to get an act passed authorizing
the commencement ¢f the work.

This is the way in which improvements, undertaken and
carried on by the Federal Government, are managed where
the pereons carrying on the works are not interested in their
completion. The delays are innumerable, the expense almost
incredible, I would inquire of the Senators from Arkamsas
how long the Federal Government_have been endeavoring to
get the raft removed from Red river! Ten or twelve years,
I believe. Sir, I happened accidentally to look at debates in
Congress when that work was first proposed, and I remember
that we were assured that it could be completed in vighteen
months.

A Sewaron. The work was completed.

Mr. WESTCOTT. - It ivas, after a fashion, but it filled
up again. In 1838 a work was undertaken in Florida. It
cost some seven or eight hundred thousand dollars, ‘and the
work is now not worth a single dollar, And so with all
public works where the persons employed ate not interested
in the work being well done. 8o with all public works. Ex.
cept those of a peculiarly scientific character, the army offi-
cers are the worst persons to be employed on them. They

matters. There are fewer practical men among them than
ng our civil engineers throughout the country ; and

ment to retain its jurisdiction and control of this great fund,
(the public lands,) not ouly in Florida snd in Arkansas, but
Louisiana and all other States where these drains are 1o be
made. For the purpose of saving the public land from its pre.
sont useless condition, I would bave all these drains con-
structed by the General Government, and then I would have
it sell the lands and allow every State in this Union to parti-
cipate in the distribution of the proceeds in an equal interest.
hile 1 avow this to be my policy, and while I deelare that
it has alwoys been my policy, vet I frankly confess that if the
Government of the United States will not do this, if the Go-
vernment will not take bold of these swamps and lukes, sooner
than that the country should remain in its 1 unproduc-
tive condition—for 1 would not play the of the ‘dog in
the manger—I would be in favor of the Btates draining these
lands and sppropriating such ss are now valueless 10 some
useful purpose. [ frankly confess that, if m in over-
ruled, I will go with the Senator from P‘lclri!L (Mr. Wger.
corry) I will go with the Senator from Arkansas, (Mr. Bon-
}.n‘:;;!‘p I -'iﬁll Jjoin my friend ’I:::‘me' inns, (Mr. Jonssox ;)
in with every one to something beneficial for the
BhulJ:u': of this now useless land,

Bu, sir, [ believe that the General Government ean do it
bcuerel.:: lbedﬂolll-. %l believe Ibnme General Govern
ment t to do it. prinei we have s
almost from time im‘-l,mmn have the m-
propriate the public domain in the States, has been sanc-
tioned, and no one, I think, will presume 10 g the
general authority of Congress to exercise this right. There
is no constitutional qoestion involved in this matter. It is
nm‘zy.amdlrty. What will Congress do in reganl
to lands ! For the present I do not wish them to act
on this matter until they get proper information upon which
they can base their action. Fukmluh-,nnmra(
the Commitiee on the Public Lands, that I have not yet been
ennbled to find that information. I am nol now willing to
grant to the States these useless lands, unless it be ascertained
that we cannot reclaim them and them to the
general use. | do not know but that, if we send out compe-
tent engineers to'explore, to level, and to estimate the cost of
such a proceeding, after they shall make a full report to
us of what they have done, we shall ultimatoly take the
course now proposed by the gentleman from Florida, (Mr.
Wisrcorr,) and give the lands to the States in which they
lie. If wewond out these engineers and bave the land explored
and levelled, the information scquired from their report would
be of great value to the States to whom we propose to give
the lands. Wil not &hmmhﬁlhnmﬂﬂubﬂ-ﬂer 4
Burely it will. I ask, then, if it be not good policy to pro-
vide for this public exploration at the expense of the United
States, even il we give the lands to the State’ Dy thus
obtaining this knowledge we can determine whether we will
grant the lands to the State or not.

I abserve that on the subject of expense, Mr. Smith, in his
report, speaks most indefinitely, Indeed, he does not even
venture to make an estimate.  He says in one partof his ro-

t, **The mazimum of probable expenditure is £300,000,
presume, under any circumstances erenting the necossity of
an augmentation of this amount, that $500,000 would, be-
yond question, defray all outlay necessary for the successfol
sccomplishment of thie work.”  From 400,000 10 $500,000
in avery wide ga ghp of almost a hondred per cent.
If it costq only 300,000 to reclsim thi« fine and valuable
country in the centre of Floride, which, if it can be reclaimed,
will become one of the finest orange districts in the world—if,
indeed, it cannot be used for sugar and other planting purpe-
mn—:ldomhuim:wlu&?in‘u the valee of that coun-
try will compensate expenditare ; | was sbout to s
o hundred fold— : x
I may be safe in saying fifty fold.

Whether it can or cannot be done at that expenss, we have
no means of ascertaining. This is & mere conjectural esti-
mate. It is the minimum, 1o be surs, but the highest esti-
mate of Mr. Smith is only £600,000,

Well, suppose the work can be secompliched, and this
valuable land, s it will be, in case it ean be drained, should
be saved by an expeliditure of that sum. Why, sir, the pro-
oreds resulting from its sale would be o -ﬁl—mmm-
tion for this outlay, And I will venture to say that it will be,
ultimately, beneficial to the State of my friend over the way,
(Mr. Wasrcorr,) if this will undoriake to do
the work. :

This bill proposes 1o reserve two years within which to eom-

|Nrprun:;nrh.lmumﬂunwhhhnmmpl’hk
ow, #ir, il you out your tepographical and | definitely.
mgnpltlhlw'mmuphlmomm-tj'ﬂ

perhaps it will not reach wo high as that—but | I

[ would rather trust the execution of a work to a practical
civil engineer than to the whole corps of topographical engi-
neers, o4 high a respect ns [ have for most of them. But this
i not such a work as belongs properly to them. We do not
expect to construct this work in very superior style ; it requires
no carved marble, no elegant columne, no saperb gilding, no-
thing of the kind. On the contrary, all that we want is plain
old-fashioned work, such as the most unskilled can aceomplish,
Any man can dig aditch. Sir, I should be opposed to the
F Government undertaking it, because I do not believe
it would be done in twenty years; and when done, which
woul! be whenever the became tired of remaining
there among the mosquitors and the frogs, it would not be
more than half done s it should be. It would be executed
infinitely better by officers appointed by the State, who would
be interested in having it done effectually.

As | before said, if the State accepts this grant, thero will
be no possibility of misapplying the procceds, for every sur-
plus dollar must go for the sopport of education’ within the
region thus ceded and reclaimed. )

While up I will answer one objection, or rather misstate-
ment, that was made by the Beustor from Connecticut. He
stated that there were not a million of seres overfiowed.
There are two milltons five hundred thousand overflowod,
Of these one million have been surveyed for a number of years,
and, so far from being available, as my friend from Connecticut
supposes, they are as worthless as the rest—about 360 acres
only having been disposed of out of that whole tract of a million
of scres. If the lands should ever be reclaimed, they will be
worth perhaps one dollar and a quarter per aere, but with regard
to the sand boltoms, they will nover be worth the cost of survey-

tucky will be rejected, for I am extremel
matter should be decided without further delay.

Mr. BALDWIN. T am not prepared to vote for this bill
in the shape in which it has Leen reported by the committee.
On the contrary, I am inclined to favor the amendment pro-
posed by the honorable Senator from Kentucky, as well
the reasons which have been assigned by bim, as for others
which are a t upon the face of the bill itself as reported,
The object which the Government of the United States has
in view in making this grant to the State of Florida, if it be
made at all, is to secure the accomplishment of the work for
which the lands are to be granted. Now, it sppesrs to me
that this bill affords no sach security to the Government.

anxious that this

The grant is founded the basis of a donation of all these
lands 10 the State of Florida, upon certain conditions to be
acceded to by the one of thesa conditions is, that

State, and
u specified time, shall enter npon

| every nere of this land which
in nlready surveyed, or capable of being surveyed : thus she
is authorized 10 sell, at sir:tmu. a large portion of the land;
and suppore, baving made ssle of this land, the State should
fail of comp the work within the period assigned, what
remedy, what redress has the Government of the United States’

What means of enforcing the future execution of the work for
which thoss public were coded ! Settlers will have
bought them and paid for them in good faith ; they cannot
he disturbed in of any condition a d to the

consequence

grant, for the provisions of this set recogniee the right of the
State, not ing those conditions, 1o procecd 1o make
eale of the lands, limiting her only in regard to the price at
which the lands are to be sold.  Bu', furthermore, the State
will not be bound to eomplete the work within the 1 of ten
years, not within any definite period, unless the President of
the United States should Jeem it expedient 1o isue an order
i upon that ion of the
d to the Seminole Indiane. The

** Until the President of the United States shall sutlorize
the same in writing, no entry or ment shall be made

or allowed by sid State into or upon the distriet reserved for
the Semi Indians yet revanining in Flovids, part of which
in within ssid ¢ and for any delsy oceasioned 1o the

commeneement or completion of said work hy the withholding
of such suthority, the period stipulated £ r such commence=
ment and completion in said first eondition shall be extended »
corresponding terwm, ™ -
80 that until the Prasident of the United States shall'jssue
suthorizing the authorities of the State of

Florida to enter upon this Indian reservation, the period for
o Mpuhdl:::lm- i wmdnf
eourse . will also be in-
am not satistied with thesa isions of

are entiroly wrong, however

the bill.

are gallant in warfare, but they know very little of other |

ing. 8ir, | hope the amendment of the Senator from Ken- |

the bill might be in respect to its provisions, I alto-
prefer, upon the information which we now have in
regard to these lande, adopting the course suggested by the
wfﬂm(m .

_I(r. WB&'I‘UOTT., I will make one remark, which I

ihe State ought to give some security that it will appropriate
the funds derived from the disposal of these lands according to
the intention of Congress in making the graut. Bir, if the
State fail in the performance of the conditions accompanying
the grant, it will be an anomaly. But it so bappens that
there is a security provided by this bill which is better than
any bail, even if it be justified bail. ‘That security is this,
‘T'here is not one acre of land comprised within the grant that
i worth twenty-five cents ; there is not one acre in the whole
grant that can Le sold at any price until the evergludes are re-
claimed. And that is proved by these facts. It is so stated
in all the reports that have been made on the subject—in the
report of ihe Burveyor General, in the repott of the Commis-
sioner of the Land Office, in that of the Secietary of the
Treasury, and in all the official reports. Itis proved also by the
fact that o large portion of these l:onds has been surveyed for
many yenrs, and they have never been able to cll more than
three hundred and sixty acres. Now, sir, the law expressly
provides that, until the work is completed, a single foot of land
shell not e sold for less than $1.25 per acre.  Sir, they ne-
ver can find a purchaser for u foot of it, unlessitbe purchased
with  wiew to the prospective completion of the work, Thus,

gard to tho interest of the purchager, and in regard to the sup-
want of security.

Mr. DOWNS,
anderstaud it, is to have an exumination made in order to as-
cartain the velue of the land. It happens that in this case
though it is a rure thing, there is a report on the subjeel,“l:s
during s tedious passage in low water upon the Mississippi 1
read it from beginning to end. It con sufficient to satis-
fy®™ny mind, though perhops not sufficicnt to satisfy. every
Senator, that the bill ought to pass. It is true, we do
not know what may bé the value of these lands hereafter,
but we know phis, that the lands proposed to be ceded, the ever=
glades, are Mow totally worthless o the United States. ‘T'he
fact mentioned by the gentleman from Florida, that a large
portion of the land has been surveyed, and that out of more
than a miliion of acres not more than one hundred and thirty-
six have been sold, is sufficient to prove that they are totally
worthless. Now, when this fact is ascertained, I think that,
in regard to the lands in Florida, 8s in regard to those in every
other State, the Government of the United States ought not to
hesitate a moment. It is a feeling which is very prevalent in
all the new Stages, that the holding over for a great length of
time of the public domain in those new States is u diminution
of the.power and resources of those States.

The guestion has sometimes been raised whether the Gov-
ernment of the United States could hold the public land un-
sold in this wey at sll.  Of its power to do so 1 have no doubt,
but all admit that it is an interference with the authority and
resources of § State to hold large bodies of public land within
it which are pot available either for the purposes of the Gen-
eral (Fovernment or for the use of the State. Now, licre is a
very large portion of territory, not less than one-eighth of the
Etate of Flgrida, that is totally worthless both to that State
and the Geperal Government. ‘The Siate thinks that she can
make thesq lands available ; that she can, instead of permitting
them to repain a desert where a human being can searcely

‘netrate pither by land or by water, make them available.

think, fhen, it is one of those cases in which, the fuct which
I have spted being salisfactorily ascertained, there ought to
be no hésitation in ceding the land to the State even without
conditigus.  But the gentleman from Kentucky thinks that s

betler gystem might be adopted, and that (I believe his amend-
ment embraces this proposition) the improvement should be
made by the United States Government, and that it is impor-
tant as’s part of the system that the most: thet can be made
from the lands shou'd be made by the Government of the Uni-
ted States, and that the proceeds should be distributed mihong
the eeveral States. These are his ideas, if I rightly under-
stood the gentleman's remarks. Now, I eaunot concur in
opinian with him. Apart from the general principle that the
United States Government has no right 1o make improve-
mentssuch as these, it would be unequal and unjust to make
such impro ts at the expense.

In Louisiana one-third of the waste lands have been re-
claimed at ber own expense. It is eertainly neither fair nor
just nor equal towards the State of Louisians, where the va-
lue of ber lands have been immensely incressed by her own
resources, that that increascd value should be made a com-
mon fund tg be distributed among the States. A large por-
tion of the glluvial land in the State of Mississippi has been
reclaimed by indivijuals. Are we to take those improve-
ments or their value and make it a common fund to be distri-
|buted ? I think not. 1 do not think it would be just or rea-
sonable, and J trust it will never be attempted to be carried
into effect,  When such attempt is made, it [ should have the
honor of having a seat here, 1 shall certainly insist that Lou-
isiana and the other Stutes where those improvements have
been made shall frst be reimbursed. Dut a more equitable,
reasonable, and proper is, in ce with the pro-
| position contsinel in this bill, and one submitted by a Senator
| irom Arkansas st the last session, (which I hope will come
| ap agein,) is o make something of these lands if you can,
and to provide that they shall remain no longer than is abeo-
lutely necessary in a condition in which they are utterly un-
pralitable to the Ftate or to the General Government, If the
Henator from Kentucky continues to press his motion 1 shall
feel it my duty to vote sgainst the amendment.

M: UNDERWOOD. 1 will only remark that 1 did not
allade to my policy in reference to the distribution of the pro-
ceedsof the sales of the public lands as having an immediate
bearisg upon this bill or upon the adoption or rejection of my
ameniment. [ stated the policy, to be sure, o which I was
attacied, to show that [ wanted to get rid of the system of the
admizstration of the public lands which now prevails. But
this imendment of mine docs not propose now to distribute the
procieds of the public lands. If my amendment be adopted
it do mot touch that question. All that it proposes to ac-
comjlish is to get certain information which I think we do
not 1ow All that my amendment secks to do is to
emply officers of the topographical corps in obtaining for
us the information that we desire ; that isall ; and the simple
quesion upon the amendment is, whether the Senate prefers
by alittle delay to get more information, or to give away at
once seven million eight hundred thousand acres of land.

M. WESTCOTT. Seven million eight hundred thon
sand ncres of land and water. Four million three hundred
thovand acrce of it is altogether valueless.

¥t UNDERWOOD. The Commissioner of the General
Lao! Office, in his repott to the Secretary of the Treasury,
states as follows :

“ That the ter part of the peninsula below this line, be-
twemn mwnnhl‘"‘thirlr-ﬁl ....1"&? -seven, and which it is

posed by the bill now before the Committee on the Public

m;dlul the Senate (which bill has been submitted to me by
Mesrs. Westcott Cabell, of said State) to be ceded 1o the
Star: ot Florids, beiog nnsurveyed, and there not being an
nauiesl surveys of the western coast below T' in this of-
fiee an approximate estimate only can be made of the ares of
the peninsula and keys, including the lands and interior waters
south of sid i excluding the islands and keys south and
eas of Cape Sa It is supposed, however, that such srea
ms: be stated at about seven millions eight hundred thousand
neres of land and water.  OF this & nrea it is estimated
tha there is always covered with water about four millions
three hundeed thousand seres,  This estimate includes the ri-
vers, Iagoons, sounds, and and other Inkes south of
said line that it is not p to drsin sud eannot be drsined,
It iseludes, also, the swamps and all those ions of country
sonpriving s of the region ealled the des, the greater
par of which it is not supposed ean be reclaimed."’

Mr. WESTCOTT. It bas never been contemplated 1o st-
tempt reclaiming the lagoone. It is supposed, however, that

the nulfhdu may be .

M:. UN DBR\{'OOD. When | k of seven millions
eigh! hundred thousand acres as being the quantity of land to
be given to the State, 1 do not mesn to convey the idea that
every foot of that land can be drained and made usefal. A
great portior. of the lagoons and lakes, | admit, can never be
drwined, but that is the whole amount eeded by the provisions

- | of this bill~waterland, swamp, and all. Well, the question

comes u{vhwrun the provisions of the bill and the smend-
ment. ill you wait for more information > Will you em-
ploy the Togographical Bureau 1o get that information ; or
are gentlemen satisfied now 10 make this large grant upon the
information they have ' If they are, let them do so. All
that [ can sgy is, that, notwithstanding the” confidence of the
mlhmazm Florida in those officers who may be loy-
ed by the Site, ho must excpss me if 1 have more confidence
in the officers of the topographical corps than | have in any
gentlemen who may be selected for the ocession. This
being ll ehort session, if the billkbe pussed with the amendment
which
much. € will be in possession of the requisite information
by the time of the next meeting of Congress. Bt les this
bill pass an it now standa, and it eannot but be evident that jt
will bo the entering wedge for other grants of a similar kind.
My honorable fricnd from Louisiana will assuredly come fore
ward with an application, and [ shall cortsinly vote for his
bill n= readily e for this one, that all may «tand apon equal
ground. T wil) sevure my honorable friend from Florida that
[ shall not be epposed to eeding lands of this des:ription 1o the
States in which they lie ; but let us first have a report from
the T | Burean. I believe there are within the
Yacoo o?- hundieds of thousands of acres that be
drained. down the E-rnpuotlhn, however, that if Con-
gress will del:’ubm‘ in referenee to the improvement of these
lands, it is the duty of the Government to surrender them to
the States rather 1han leave them in their present condition,
ANl that I ask s, that legislation be deferred until the
comen in, and [ have no doubt it will be of sach u character
as to indoce Congress cither 10 undertake the work or 1o cede
the land to the Smite without any longer hesitation.

Mr, JOHNBON, of 1 As regards the suggestion
made by the Senmtor from Kentucky, that the United States
should retain thews lands and endeavor 1o reuder them salea-
bile, a# the sulject js connected in oo degree with the pre-
sent condition of a part of the public lande in Louisiana and

other States, I wish to make  single remark,  As far us ro-
gards this Government attempting tu-i?_pmu thove lands, I
consider it utterly out of ithe question. There has not been a

le instance the formation of the Government of the
United States a measure of that kind, I recolleet
a proposition being made on behalf of Louisiana some ten or
twelve years ago, and strong arguments used to induce Con-
gress to cut @ canal for the purpose of reclaiming some of the
lands in that State, and it was made manifest that it would
have reclaimed s very large extent of country, and would have
brought a large sum into the of the Upited States.
The pror:dlian was hooted at ; and a very distinguished mem-
ber of the Government was the firsl to oppose it. ‘The
United States Government never has listened, snd never will
listen, to a scheme for the purpose of sccomplishing s work
of internal improvement,

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Will my honorable friend allow
me tomake asingle remark? It s this.  1f you will look into
the reports made by the Commitiee on Public Lands, upon
applications by which it is proposed to obtain a cession of land
for the purpose of constructing railroads in Illincis and in

my bonorable friend will see that he is under a mistake in re- |

‘The chief object of the amendment, as 1!

, it cannot, I presume, delay our pregress verf|

roport | gages in.

ather States, you will find that in all those reports the prinei-
i ple upon which the cession is sought to be justified is, that it
would render the lands . tll retsined by the Government so
| much {he more valuable. Now, if the Government can give to
| a State or a company 8 portion of the public domain, in order to
render that which is resorved the more valuable, I ask my
friend why may not the Government accomplish the same ob-
ject directly by opening a canal or otherwise draining the land
for the purpose of making the whols s0 much the more valua-
!'ble* 'T'hat is the principle running through all these eases.
|  Mr. JOHNSON, The works to which the honoruble Se-
nator alludes are works performed by the Ntates, not by the
General Government. It is true that making these d i

ing whatever is l, and in rendering valuable, if possiblle,
whatever is not mﬂl
are capsble of regulating
those who are engaged in the work.
are the proper parties to undertuke matters of ihat kind.
amn, therefore, utterly opposed to ing
make any further explorations here, and part calurly
to employing ﬂnm'rdm-.l engineers, for the rem~
son | have given. The is to be obtained throvgh
the Land Office. We have ulcesdy every
cessary for us tq know. We have the
through the proper channel, and, besides that, we L
genersl knowledge of the subject from our reading
rience, that here is a tract of country consisting of what
called everglades, which is & harbor for sl 2
a "ﬁ: that is wholly useless to the Federal Government.

1 k we buve all the information that we can e quire
we have sutliciont, ot all events, (o convineo us that it will be
the interest of the Federal Government, us wellas of the people
of Florida, thut we should, as soon as possible, put those
ina condition in which they may be useful. It is als
gion of country, running far down to the extremity of :

» 8 point that requires protection and defence; the

of that country requires the means of communication '
it, and [ think we should be making n most beneficial -
sition of all that peninsula it we could pass it off to the State
Government, w would bring it under the dominion of
man, which would put people upon it, which would malke
roads through it, mnke it valuable and more easily tra-
versable for military purposes,  Upon national cousiderations,
then, as well as upon considerations which apply to the State,
I think it important that we should pass this bi

Mr. BREESE. As I reporied this bill, it may be reasom-
ably expected that I should say « fow words in regard to the

i

for these purposes, will have the effect of rendering the re-
mainder of the lands more valuable, but that was not the ob-
| jeet. The object was td enable the State to perform a great
work—a woik important not only to the State itself, but to
the whole nation.  Thisis the purpose for which these grants
were made.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Will the SBenator pardon me ’
The prineiple upon which the grants were made was, as I have
stated, with reference to one side of the House. [If I under-
stand the matter correctly, the Democrutic members pat it
upon the ground that it tended to make the remaining lande
so much the more valuable, while the other party contended
for the making of the improvement directly by the General
Government ; and my argument was to show that if a portion
mi:ht be granted for l.ha‘ Eurpnse of making the remainder

views entertained by the commitiee ; and first, I must be per--
mitted h‘: ol.u;n'e that the committe bestowed much atlontion
upon the subject, and sought all the information that they
could gather, in order that they ht have os clear a know-
ledge of the facts as they could

‘ Mr. BUTLER, [Ihope the gentleman will give way for
the purpose of going into Executive session.

Mr. WESTCOTT. If the bull will come up fur conside-
ration to-morrow, [ have no objection that it should be Jefer-
red ; but I am exceedingly anxious that it should encounter no

un{n‘mmh ry delay.
e further consideration of the bill was postponed until to-
mngow; and, = -

n motion by Mr. BUTLER, the Senate to the
consideration of Executive busiuess, and, lfmwmm time

¥ valuuble, the G tmight, by undertaking
the work, make the whole valuable.
Mr. JOHNSON. A question of that wrt arose afler the

acquisition of Louisiana ; and in & discussion it wus
ed by an honorable Senator from Virginiaand others that it
was incompatible with the interests of the other States. There
were somplaints from different States againat the United States
for retaining the public lands in its possession when they might
have been disposed of advantageously. I bLave not gone to
that extént, though representing a Southern State. 1 have
been willing to give a sufficient time for their disposal, but
there should be a limitto thattime. I should be glad to know
what length of time would be necessary. It is forty-five years
now since Louisiana wes acquired. Some portions of fhe
State have been overflowed from the Mississippi. T'o reclaim
these lands a large outlay in the construction of levees and
otherwise would be requited. Some of them never have been
reclaimed. Congress has been appealed to, year after year,
to malce the necessary works to reclaim them, or else to cede
them to the States. DBut they have unifirmly refused to do
either.  Proposition after propesition has been made to this
Government to take measures for rendering these lands avail-
able, but such propositions have always been rejected.

It is utterly out of the question, then, | conceive, that the
Goverument of the United States should ever think of adopt-
ing a system of internal improvement within the limits of the
States ; and I concur entirely with the Senator from Missis-
sippi that, if they should attempt to do it, it never cande ef-
fected as well by the Genersl Government as by the States,
If they were to undertako it, it would cost tweuty times as
much as it would if accomplished by the States. In the Siate
of Mississippi certain portions have been recluimed by indivi-
duals, in consequence of which the Gencral Government has
slready derived considerable benefit; yot there are still re-
maining extensive tracts of country that are overflowed and
rendered uninhabitsble, and other portions rendered so un-
healthy that the persous living there arc obliged to absent
themselves for a part of the year, but whenever the subject has
been brought up Lefore Congrees it has been put off.  Three
or four years ago a bill was brought in and discussed ; the
Departments were called upon for information ; n select com-
mittee was sppointed, with the distinguished Senator from
South Carplina at its bead ; a very lengthy report was made,
containing estimates from the Departments and from officers
in Louisiana, and yet, when we came to aet, further informa-
tion was required, and it was suggested that it ough®o be de-
ferred. Now the time bas arrived when | think the question
should be settled. There ought, I think, to be some limit to
the time in which the lands are to be disposed of, and that the
Government is now bound to adopt some measure to reclaim
the lands or else yield them to the States. The resources of
the States are crippled by having a large extent of country
within their borders uninhabited and the adjacent lands rendered
almost uninhabitable by of the unbealthiness produced
by the overflow.

As it regards this particular Lill, I am under the impréesion
that we bave already sufficient information to enable Congress
to met. A part of the land in question is conetantly covered
with standing water ; it is somewhat different from swamp
land, but it may possibly be reclaimed by great outlsy. I
rose, however, merely 1o offer a single remark in reply to the
proposition which the gentleman from Kentpcky bad suggest-
ed, that the Government of the United States ought to under-
take the work of improvement, which | am perfectly satisfied
is out of the question.

Mr. BENTON. We have appropriate officers under our
laws for reporting the condition of the public lands. We have
officers whose duty it is, und r very high obligations, to re-
port upon the character of all public lands.  Their report must
be minute in regard to the qualities and the description of the
public lands. These officers belong to the Geaernl Land Of-
fice. These officers are employed in examining the public
lands and sorveying them in making reports. These are
the officers who are sble to give us all the information that we
want upon the subject. The topographical corps (I say it
with great deference to the I;nnmhuv Senator from l{enluchyl)
is not the appropriate corps for doing business of this kind, It
was never created for this kind of business; it has never
been employed in this Kind of bus ness; and if that corps should
be so employed it would be taken away from its approprinte
duties and set 10 do the duties of other officers. If we need
sany information, then, the place to look for it is through the
General Land Office and through the reports of the surveyors
employed in Florida, and by them transmitted to the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office. That is the means of get-
ting information that concerns poblic lands. We alieady
have the report of the atficers upon this point ; we have
the report of the Com t of the General Land Office,
founded upon the report made officially to him by the survey-
ors whose duty it is to survey and report.  The Commissioner
uf the General Land Office, in his letter to the Secretary of
the Treasury, states : y

“That the entire peninsuls south of the northern line of
the prop sed grant to Florida, whether oceasionally covered
with water or not subjeet to overflow, is af this time utterl
worthless to the United Ssates for suy purpose whatever. CJ
Robert Butler, the Surveyor (;rm:nfnl that State, in hiv offi-
cial report made October 2, 1547, says: *T now sk your at-
tention to the everglades, which cannot be surveyed withous
Sirat being drained.” And that offie v recommends the ecasion
of a moiety of that region to the State of Florida for the pur-
pose of having the lands reclaimed. ™

Here is an official repott which states that the lands eannot
be surveyed until they have first been drained. 8o, then, we
have all the information which it is neoessary for us 10 pos-
soes in order o act definitively upon this till, The bill ap-
plies to the everglades—a name which of itsell implies a kind
of different from that which is covered by lakes, and
differenit from dry land. The name itselfl implies that it is
land partly and slightly covered with water, but #o deeply co-
vored aw to be of no use while the water remains upon it.
The history of that portion of the country to which this
name applics is perfectly well known ; it has been known from
the time that Fiorida was first known ; it has been traversed
by our army officers during the late war, besides having been
examined and upon by our landl officers. We know,
s well as the reperts of all the officers in the world caxi ever
make as koow it, that theso everglades are land covered with
water ; that they arc a species of marsh ; that they bave ve.
getable produciions in them ; that they have shallow places
and deep places ; and that they never ean be used until the
water is drained off. 1 have understood that there lies npon
these everglades a very rich mould of earth, whieh, being ex-
posed to the action of the sun and the weather, will become
very waluable in furnisbing all the produetions peculiar to that
part of the country ; but while the water remains upou it, it is
of no use whatever,

Now, it is an axiom that when any property pasecs from
hands that cannot use it into hands that can use it, there is a
public gain, and in that point of view [ ook upon it that, with
rega:d to all these inundated lands now lying wot only useless
to the United States but injurious to the country in which
they lie, it would be a great benefit to pass them away
‘feom the United Sintew, which can make no use of them, into
hands that ean, and for that purpose I prefer, infinitely prefor,
the action of the local Government of the State to that of (his
Government, at this remote distanes. 1 have no idea of this
Federal Government making money by any operation it en-
I do not thivk it can make moncy by any enter
prise it undertakes. It ought not todo it il it could. The
resources of the country should be déveloped by operations to
be carried on by individual From these the Gov-
ernwent will derive slvantage in the ameliortion of the con-
‘dition of the people.  That is the only way in which it ought
1o be a gainer.

The Btate Governmenls have a direct interest in removing

whatever is pestilential in their rospactive States and introduc-

engaged, adjourned, :

This day was spent by the 'House of Represen-
tatives in the consideration of private business.

TEA IN THE UNITED BTATES.

To the Editors of ghe Courier and Enquirer:

“ What are the Planters of the United Slules-to do 2™
This was the caption of an article which recently sppeared in
your paper, cupied, I believe, from a Southern newrpaper. 1
do not intend to find one syllable of fault with the article or
the suggestions contaived in it. On the contrary, I think
them well-timed and extremely judicious. Plan cotton
for the depressed and almost ruinous returns which have re-
cently beea realized, one might suppose, would cause it to be
abandoned, 1o a very large extent, without hesitation. And
I have no doubt it would be were it not for the difficulty of
furnishing employment for labor which promised belter returns.
It therefore behooves oor friends of the South to cast about
without delay, and eamnestly put in requisition their best ener—
gies for the discovery of new produets from the soil and new
occupations for labor, the rates of compensation for which may
be beyond the control of the British monetary system.

My object, Mr. Editor, is to introduce to their kind atten-
tion and fostering care my friend, the Hon. Jexivs Saira,
who is now on his way 1o SBouth Carolina, Georgia, and Ala-
_bnma, engaged in an enterprise which, to say the least of it,,
is novel, and cannot be otherwise than extremely interesting:
to the owners of the soil in those States, as its favorable result
furnishes the desideratum so much to be desired.

Mr. Smith, whilst abroad, has devoted some years of his
life in obtaining a thorough knowledge of the tea plant. Af-
ter much labor, patient investigation, and experiment, he
comes to the conclusion that a large portion of the soil of the
States named, with others contiguous, is as well adapted to
the calture of the tea plant as any soil on the habitable globe,.
and that a pound of tea mpy be ruised for less than the cost of
raising two pounds of cotton. Firmly fixed in the belief that
his investigations have been condocted wilh care, and that the
result cannot prove fallicious, be takes measures to obtain
from the East seeds for an experiment on a larger scale.
These seeds, amounting to one lI,:"muim.l and fifty pounds,
with five hundred plants, he bas recently received, and,
though approaching three score years, he has started with all
the zel and spirit of a young man to locate his tea plantation
in the most favorable spot. We wish him euccess with our
whole heart, and commend him to our friends at the Southas
a gentleman worthy of their kindnees and attention.

When we take into consideration the fact that the cotton
plant is not indigenous to the soil of any of the States, that
the early proposition 1o transplant it was viewed with some
«.Iitau:h l:l lnl its pm:liuhility, and entirely o in regard o its
po culture, and compare these with its history, we shall
not be inclined bastily to pronounce the of Mr.
Smith as chimerical. W are gratified to be able to say that
he bas the confidence of the members of the Amecricsn Insti-
tute, and particularly those who are eminently distinguished
for their success in practical horticuliure.

The Czar of Russia boasts that he treats his guests to the
best cup of tea in Europe, and it is undoubtedly true, because
it comes to bim overland, free from the manipulations which
the Chinese deem necessary to enable the article to encounter
the long sea voyage, which destroys its aroma and
materially enhances its cost. These Mr. Smith shows to be
unpecessary. Since steam navigation puts us within ten
days’ sail of Europe, it is not improbable that we may yet fur-
nish their tables with tea superior to that of the Czar, with
bunches of (he plant in blossom, to sid in imparting sn en-
chanting fragrance to their raloons.

Very respectfully, yours,
AI;ONIH.&M CHANDLER.

THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA.

A letter has been received by Ecvrorr Caxsson, Esq. of
Philadelphia, from Genamn Rirsvow, dated London, No-
vember 24, conveying intelligence of the conclusion of a tresty
of amity and commerce on terms of perfect reciprocity between
the ic of Liberia and the British Government. Presi-
dent Ronxznrs, having successfully negotinted the recognition
trlflhllepwﬁendlh- conclusion of this treaty, was to sail
ur home on the 2d instant in & British sloop-of-war specially
offered to him.

The most important news, however, contained in the Jet-
ter, is the announcrment that Lord Parwxusros, on beball
of Great Britain, had nearly concluded an arrangement to
furnish President Roberta with £32,000 to purchase all the
territory lying between the boundaries of Sierra Leone and
Liberis, where the slave trade is carried on extensively —the
Prosident himsell that the siave trade shall te foo
ever from the whole line of cosst, from the furthest
extremity of Liberia (east and south) to the confines of the
British colony of Sierra Loone.— Phil. Bulletin,

———————

FROM OUR NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT.
New Yomk, Decemsen 17.

The Park Theatre is burnt ; the glory of *“ old Drury™ has
departed.  Last night, a little alter six o'clock, while the es-
tablishment was being lighted up for the performances of the
evening, smoke was eoen imsuing from windows in the rear,
and in a few minotes the whole building was enveloped in
flames, and beyond the power of Croton to stop them, though
it in said that in half an hour not lers than forty streams of
water were in full play upon the .
I have just beon walking to look at the ruins. Inm
room adjoining the rear of the building was collected quite »
group of persons of both sexes, who had been connected with
the establishment. They looked sad amd distressed. It wan
not a mimic tragedy now in which they were actors, but coe
in real life, and cvery novice cou’d act his part well and nato-
rally. With great carnestness they were inqui ing into esch
other's lossce, and examining damaged fragments of wand-
robes, &e., which had been hustily thrown into the muddy
streets from the windows.

Niw Yonx, Drexmnzn 10, 1848, '

The Cholerg excitement here has almost entirely ceased.
The few cases at Staten [dland smong the passengers of the
New York continue to be duily reported, but attract ltlle
more attention than the daily reporte of the rise and fall of
“fancy stocks™ in Wall strect. Sunday’s report was foay
cases and one death ; yesterday five caves and two deaths;
and to-day two cases and two deaths. About haif the pas.
sengers who escaped from the hospital on Friday night have
voluntarily returned, glad to get back to their old
The poor lellow who was carried back in the ferry oo
Saturday morming sick with the cholera died in about three
houra, j

Touching that Colifornia ¢ nflagration, some litthe atrempis

are manilested in this quarter to check it by Jires.
They say there is gold found in Haverstraw, sbout forty miles
up the North river.  And at Sing Sing, on the cost sido of

the river, opposie Haverstraw, there is n silver mine, and
evidence is produced to show that it was profiably worked
before the Revolation under British , and continued’
to be worked ll the battle of Banker Hill. These stories,
however well suthenticated, can have mo matenial effact ; thet
California fire has “]ﬂhﬂh{,“nwmm
to burn while the fuel laste. It is still the great subject of
interest here among all classes ; it ix in every body’s head,
and on every body’s tongue, and new companies are still form-

ing to seek their fortune in Califoris.




